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Friends of the Church in China

The Amity Foundation
The Amity Foundation was started by leading Protestant Chinese Christians in 1985 as a way for concerned individuals inside and outside the church, both within China and overseas, to help Chinese people in need.  Although started by Christians and with strong ties to Protestant churches in China, Amity itself is not a Christian organisation; it is an independent development organisation run by Chinese for Chinese.  Amity is based in Nanjing, and facilitates projects in almost every province, focussing on poverty reduction and sustainable development.

In all of its project work, Amity seeks to fulfil the following three goals:

1. Contribute to China's social development and openness to the outside world.  In the past few decades, China has followed a reform and opening policy which has resulted in rapid economic development and a greater move towards a civil society.   Amity wishes to play its part in this process.  At the same time, Amity sees how economic development in China has been accompanied by a breakdown in social cohesion, social ties and social support networks, with many vulnerable members of society left behind or even damaged by economic reforms.  Amity seeks to highlight gaps in China’s development process and, where possible, help to fill some of these gaps.

2. Make Christian involvement and participation in meeting the needs of society more widely known to the Chinese people.  Within China’s huge population of 1.3 billion, Christians still make up a very small minority of around one to two percent.  As such, Christians in China are largely unseen and their intentions can be misunderstood.  Amity seeks to provide ways in which Christians at home and abroad can contribute to Chinese society and in the process help Chinese people learn [image: image1.jpg]o N
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more about Christianity and the positive impact it can have within communities and individual lives.  
3. Serve as a channel for people-to-people contact and the ecumenical sharing of resources.  Amity seeks to provide ways for people inside and outside China to learn more about those in need within China and make a contribution towards solving some of these needs where possible.  In this way, Amity seeks to promote greater understanding, compassion and equality.

Amity’s projects are all about empowering those in need and helping people reach their full potential so they can live lives of hope and dignity.  It also seeks to remind Chinese authorities about their responsibilities and encourages government to find solutions to problems.  In all its project work, Amity adopts a three-in-one policy where three major players—Amity, local people and the local authorities—all contribute to a project’s implementation, monitoring and success.  These contributions may be money, expertise, labour, materials, facilities or services.  If local people or the local government is not involved, Amity does not start a project.  In this way, local people have a stake in the project and it is likely to be sustained after Amity’s responsibilities have ended.  If the project is successful, local authorities are then able to duplicate it in other areas.

Amity’s project work changes constantly to reflect the current needs in Chinese society.  Some examples of its current work include:

HIV/AIDS: A growing problem in China, Amity focuses on HIV/AIDS education and prevention to both help people avoid contracting this disease and to remove prejudices and stigma.  For people living with HIV/AIDS, Amity provides access to medical services and medicines.  Amity was one of the first organisation in China to begin work with HIV/AIDs, staring in 1996.  Little was known about the disease in China and it was seen as a foreigners’ disease and a taboo.  Amity was active in getting help to communities where people were becoming infected through travelling blood banks.  In those early days poor screening, ignorance as to how the disease was spread, and government mishandling led to thousands becoming infected and then isolated by the authorities in order to minimise a scandal.

Orphans: While some children in China lose their parents through illness or accidents, others are abandoned because they have a physical or mental handicap, or because of misogyny when parents want a male child rather than a female.  Amity works with orphanages in China to get these children the care they need and deserve.  Amity offers medical support to children who have physical problems which can be corrected through surgery, such as cleft palates or heart murmurs.  One of its long-standing programmes is the Amity Grandmas Pogramme where retired doctors, nurses and teachers visit orphanages to give one-to-one attention, love and care to children and also guidance and training to orphanage staff.  And Amity is passionate about getting orphaned children enrolled in local schools or matched with local foster parents. 

Friends of the Church in China contributes to Amity's Rural Orphans Foster Programme, whereby children orphaned through parental deaths from HIV/AIDS and other causes are assisted with food, clothing and school expenses.  FCC currently supports about 40 such children in the central province of Henan, many of whom live with elderly relatives with little income.

Rural development: Most Chinese live in rural areas largely untouched by development and have remained very poor and backward.  Often people in such areas lack the very basics of life, such as clean water, adequate food, decent housing, education or healthcare for themselves or their families.  Amity seeks to help by building reservoirs and digging wells, introducing new farming techniques and better crop management, and building or repairing schools.  It also offers small loans to women, who otherwise would have no other access to start-up capital to initiate small enterprises which in turn raise their income and their status in their communities.

Healthcare: Amity tries to provide medical services to people in rural communities who currently have no such access.  This is achieved through training village doctors in basic medical skills, providing mobile teams of doctors who are willing to go out in to remote[image: image2.png]
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 areas, and in building rural health care clinics.   Amity also has a blindness prevention programme which seeks to provide affordable access to cataract operations and offer rehabilitation and life-skills training to the incurably blind.

Education: In rural areas where children have had to drop out of school due to a lack of resources or funds, Amity offers support to stay in school and complete their education.  It also works with the children of migrant workers in China’s cities to try and help them achieve a basic education.  Amity sends foreign teachers of English to rural teacher training colleges to help improve the quality of foreign language education.  This helps rural students to compete on a more equal footing with their city counterparts in college entrance exams and for job opportunities requiring language skills.
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Environmental protection: Conscious of the damage done to China’s environment by recent economic development, Amity’s environmental design projects include as tree-planting schemes, organic farming techniques and the use of alternative energy such as solar stoves and biogas..

These are just a few of the areas Amity is involved in as it seeks to fulfil its vision of a China where all people with mutual respect in faith work closely together for building a just, prosperous, green civil society.  
To find out more visit www.amityfoundation.org.
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